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army officer, and in 102 A.H., after the battle of
Toulouse and the murder of Al-Samh ibn Malik, he
became, for some months, commander of the army and
Emir of Andalusia to which post he was elected by the
generals and leaders. Nothing was heard of him till
he was appointed for the second time Emir of Anda-
lusia by the Caliph in 113 A.H.3 It is, however, a fact
that Abdul Rahman al-Ghafiki was a great soldier
who gave proof of his military talents in the invasions
of Gaul; he was an able ruler and administrator and an
enthusiastic reformer. Indeed, there is no doubt that
he was the greatest and the most capable of the Walis
of Andalusia. The Muslim chronicle is unanimous
about his high merits and qualities, his sense of justice,
patience and piety.4 The whole of Andalusia wel-
comed his appointment; the army loved him for his
justice, kindness and leniency, while his prestige united
the tribes; Modar and Himyar were reconciled;
concord ruled in the administration and the army, and
Andalusia entered into a new era.
Abdul Rahman inaugurated his governorship with
a visit to the various provinces. He organised their
affairs and appointed able and impartial men for their
administration; suppressed dissensions and injustice;
restored to the Christians their despoiled churches and
property; reassessed the taxes which he imposed on
all with justice and equality, and spent the early days
of his governorship in reforming the administration,
remedying the defects which had crept into it in the
days of his predecessors; he took particular interest
in reforming and organizing the army, recruiting men
from all provinces, creating new and select divisions
of Berber cavalry commanded by the best Arab
officers, fortifying the principal northern towns and
ports, and making preparations to suppress all tendency
to revolt and insurrection.5
In fact revolt was on the point of breaking out in
the north. Its hero on that occasion was a Muslim